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“KEEP THYSELF PURE.” 


THE scripture emblem of complete righteousness is an unsullied 
robe of white. Such robes are worn by those who walk the golden 
streets of New-Jerusalem, and such should be the attire of Christ’s 
disciples on earth, if they would be recognized as seeking that 
better country. By general consent, even among strangers to the 
inward influence of grace, spotless integrity of soul, affections ele- 
vated above the base control of earth toa rational and holy exercise, 
and that active benevolence which seeketh not its own, ought to 
be the inseparable concomitants of christian hope. The religion of 
the gospel asserts an exclusive claim on all that she redeems from 
the bondage of Satan. She leaves no active power of man at lib- 
erty to serve the God of this world, and no passion of his bosom to 
be the pander of forbidden pleasure. He that bows befere the 
throne of God, cannot turn round and do homage to the shrine of 
. Mammon. He cannot, at the same time, run the career of disinter 
ested benevolence and the race of worldy ambition ; nor can he 
lay up riches in the skies while his heart is brooding over an earthly 
treasure. He cannot seek with supreme desire, the glory of Christ 
and his own private distinction among men; neither can he prefer 
the Divine approbation, while he feeds upon the breath of fame. 
And alike incompatible with the regular delights of religious hours, 
is the unbridled love of sensual indulgence. Between these ex- 
tremes of character there @¥. many degrees of holiness and sin 
which our poor discrimingtiopgtannot easily separate. Yet each has 
its characteristic influence on the heart ; and by this influence it 
may soon be infallibly known. For every spark of grace that is 
kept alive and cherished in the soul continually warms into celes- 
tial being, additional energy and zeal, and throws a purer light upon 
the christian’s narrow path. In the same manner every relic of 
depraved inclination, however subtle its operations may be, at first, 
if left unguarded and unrestricted, will gradually obscure his spirit- 
ual perceptions, give new allurements to temptations, and turn his 
feet aside into the treacherous and destructive ways of sin. The 
christian then who would make advances in the heavenly life, must 
be very jealous for his purity. If religion is the queen of Iris affec 
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tions. whose ‘distinguishing titles of royalty are the * pure and un 
defiled,” he must tear away from his garments the uniform he wore 
under the banner of sin, and receive his a dress from the 

christian wardrobe ; for no one will finally appear in her court in 
the costume of the world. 

ScrupuLous and Linerart were members of the same family, 
and heirs to the same paternal estate. In early lite they had mant- 
fested similar dispositions of mind, and accordingly had been placed 
by their parents under the same advantages for improvement. 
Their attainments in every branch of useful learning with whic! 
an acquaintance was deemed necessary to their intended course of 
life; their regular habits of sobriety and application to business, 
and their emulation in every laudable pursuit, secured to thein the 
wood esteem of society, and awakened in the bosons of their friends 
the best expectations respecting their future fortunes. But what. 
in that amiable family, added confidence to hopes, was a persuasion 
that both of the young men were imbued with the principles of true 


—?p iety, the reward of which, is genuine happiness here and hereafter. 


T hey enjoyed the divine influences of the Spirit of Grace, inspiring 
them with the deepest self-abasement on account of the corruptions 
of their hearts, and the fullest admiration of the immaculate char 
acter of Jehovah. ‘They understood the searching spirit of th 
moral law, and heartily ac quiesced 1 in the sovereignty of its Author 
These are bright auspices in the morning of lite. The youthful 
breast that glows with holy sentiments, lear: is to follow after the 
attractions of virtue almost as a thing of course ; and possesses ar. 
aversion to sinful practices, as it were, incorporated into its natura! 
feelings. And the understanding thus early directed to the recep 
tion of truth, is happily deficient in the arts of evasion and sophistry 
which are the natural offspring of a long servility to error. There 
fore, early piety is the harbinger of a serene and happy life, replete 
with the labors of love. But it is not ever Vv morning of promise that 
rises into an effulgent day. The seeds of wickedness are in the 
heart of man, and th ere is an enemy at hand to foster them. 

in progress of ‘ime it became necessary for these men to embark 
in mercantile pursuits, and to separate into different parts of the 

yuntry. Although their mutual influence upon each other was now 
a an end, yet the round of business being the same with both, and ali 
their circumstances as nearly similar as difference of local oe 
would permit, it seemed probable that they would still preserve a 
essential sameness of character. 

Scrupulous, now for the first time ieeling himself cast upon the 
fickle world, with no other source of earthly dependence but his 
activity and prudence, saw that it was an ey ept upon which much of 
his future character anil fortune might be depending. Especially 
did he consider that it might be a crisis in his religious life. He 
saw that the necessary cares and concerns of business, might, in an 
evil hour, fourm some imaginary excuse for a partial neglect of the 
sacred duties he owed to his God. That, if their influence was not 
resisted, his thoughts would soon become engrossed in the world, 
and his affections, in teo great a degree, drawn out to things ot 
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perishable worth. By no means regre tting his formes devotedness to 


he tove and service of his Redeemer, he resolv ed that it should be the 
first itemin the pian of his future life, to make exertions to perpetuate 
and ipcrease it forever; that it should be his unabated endeavour 


to rai from the evil which is in the world, and to preserve his 
bedy and Sh ivit fit tobe again returned into the hands of his Creator. 
As some of the means for attaining this desire of his heart, he de- 
termined to make the Bible his constant companion, to be frequent 
in prayer, and to separate himself from many fashionable amuse- 
ments to which some professors of religionresort. ‘These were some 
of his timely resolutions, which he has strictly observed down to the 

resent time ; not relying on his own “strength, but humbly trusting 
in Christ for assistance. Andi itis unnecessary to say, to suchas know 
the tendency of religious principle, when it is made the constant di 
rector of all our conduct, that Scrupulous now sustains an unspotted 
character in the view of all men, the friends of Christ beholding in: 
it much to admire, and his enemies finding nothing to condemn. 

Liberal, however, did not commence hisc career with so many fears 
and feelings of distrust as his friend. And consequently he viewed 
no such cireumspection to be necessary ; bui, on the other hand, 
he thought within himself, that he should never be contented to lose 
his religious enjoyments, and, therefore, that he should never be- 
come as cold and careless as many around him appeared, while he 
lived in the possession of the means of grace. He supposed that 
the claims of active life upon his attention and his thoughts would 
be more numerous than before, and could hardly expect to maintain 
as much purity of mind and example amid the corruptions of a 
wicked world, as in the sequestered bowers of his childhood. Not 
did he design to be of the number of christian professors, whose 
gravity of depertment is so inviolable as to render them unwelcome 
asst yciates with their fellow men. He did not think it right for any 
man to diminish his influence in society by needlessly inc urring the 
ill will of its licentious individuals. 

Such were the temporizing. views with which he entered the m: 
tropolis, mingled in its distracting hum of business, and listened 
to its syren song of pleasure. He was soon involved in the care: 
of his new situation, and felt obliged to suspend his attention to 
some religious duties ; with the intention however of resuming them 
as soon as the present exigence was gone by. But alas, w ith his 
first wavering thought he ell, and it was then too late to recover hy 

consistency of character, and too late to shake off the cumberin - 
world which had accumulated upon his back. He has kept hi- 
bible as a badge of his christian profession, but has almost forgotten 
to open it. He has brought dishonor upon the cause of Christ, and 
plunged himself into difficulty and danger. 

How important is it, therefore, for those who have been made 
white in the blood of Jems, to shrink from the first addresses of t}« 
‘Tempter. 
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SOLITARY HOURS. 
No. I. 


“ These things which now seem frivolous and slight 
‘* Will prove of serious consequence.” 


THAT isa valuable endowment of the mind which enables us 
eccasionally to glance upon the years that are gone, to trace back 
through the labryinth of early vicissitude the devious progress of the 
soul, and to learn from past events the probable issue of our exts- 
tence. It is chiefly from the annals of experience that we are to 
ascertain the outlines of our original constitution, the gradual! trans- 
formations which it has suffered from the influence of external causes, 
and the character which it will finally assume. In some respects 
there is a striking analogy between the past and future. Although 
human life is full of changes ; although too many scenes that sparkle 
to-day in the sunbeams of delight may to-morrow be shrouded in the 
gloom of sorrow, or deluged by the storms of adversity; still the re- 
port of antiquity has borne testimony to an essential uniformity in 
the ceperations of providence, through each succeeding period of time. 
By this analogy we are enabled to make an important use of many 
occurrences long since obsolete. From the past circumstances of 
our lives we are taught to expect a similar coincidence again ; and, 
from their effect upon our former character, interests and happiness, 
to infer the consequences of their future influence. 

_Itis the design of this paper to notice the manner in which in- 
cidents, comparatively insignificant, may contribute largely to the 
formation of character. 

J have often conversed with men who would distinctly trace down 
one or more of their own predominant passions, prejudices,or motives 
of action, to the insensible agency of some Siedines cause. And 
almost any one, who will in the same manner observe the progress 
of his intellectual career, may find in the fleeting casualties of a 
day, the origin of some sweeping propensity, which paralyzes the 
energy of reason and which religion will not easily restrain. How- 
ever we may regard the operations of those who maintain that the 
intellectual powers and moral! dispositions of all men are originally 
the same, we must admit that much cf the diversity of character 
which men exhibit in the later periods of life, originated in the in- 
fluence of circumstances. 

The knowledge we have of the manner in which the mind yields 
io the influence of arbitrary events, even when they are hostile to 
its prepossessions, justifies the supposition, at least, that in passing 
through the series of its early fortunes, its character will be formed 
corresponding to their natural control. For, if in advanced life, 
when conscience is grown callous, it may still be penetrated by the 
keen point of conscious guilt ; if, when sensibility has been frozen 
by abuse, it may again awake to the softest sentiments of tender- 
ness and pleasure; if, when the understanding has learned dexterity 


jn the obstinate arts of resistance, it may still be forced by the un- 


‘welcome persuasion of truth; with how much more effective sway 





— aiid a 





en 








Solitary Hours. és 


do secondary causes rule the soul in earlier days, while its tree sus- 
ceptibility is unguarded by suspicion and the springs of its emotions 
unadulterated by prejudice and guilt. 

There is a season when the mind is free from the tyranny of the 
world abroad, and feels no slavery at home. There is an hou 
when the vital spark glows within itself; when it is warmed by its 
native fervour, and enlightened by the beams of its own radiance. 
And, though in this condition the field of intellectual operations is 
but a comparative point, and the generous affections are scarcely 
germinating in their embryo buds; yet we must deprecate that 
acquaintance with the world which vilken away the Boas“ primeval 
simplicity, before religion has purified its desires and taught it a 
system of scrupulous self-discipline. It is mainly owing to a want ot 
principle in the breasts of the young, that so many, when in life’s 
deceitful morning they have launched forth their unwary bark be- 
yond sight of the beacons which parental solicitude has erected, fal! 
into the breezes of fashion or folly or dissipation, and are carried to 
a port far distant from the haven of rest. Without principle, man 
is without much reflection or foresight ; and, by consequence, profits 
little from experience of the past, and rushes upon the future with 
a presumptive indifference. Es this condition, he yields habitually 
to temptations which grace would enable him to resist. With per- 
ceptions too dim for the scrutiny of moral causes, and a mind un- 
qualified to apprehend their issue, he passes on with complacence 
in his fancied security till he finds himself in a course which he 
would gladly change, and yet urged by a momentum that defies re- 
sistance. 

Those persons who are regarded with contempt for their base 
and brutal slavery to some appetite of their animal natures, have 
not, in most cases, sunk into this condition by any peculiar depravi- 
ty of their original characters. And, could they, with their former 
innocence and tenderness of conscience, behold others shrouded in 
the same infamy, how would they recoil at wretchedness which 
they would suppose themselves incapable of incurring! And many 
are there now possessing the fullest confidence in the strength and 
perpetuity of their virtuous habits, who are farther down the decli 
vity of vice than those abandoned and despised were when they be- 
gan to suspect the danger of their course. ‘To these, perhaps, a par 
ley with pare lust seems no approach to base incontinence, and 
an occasional indulgence seems even necessary to silence the impor- 
tunity of desire. But they should know in season that Satan is 
master of his art. He is too well acquainted with the innate timidi. 
ty of mortals to present them at once with the grand alternative be- 
tween worldly honor and disgrace, or eternal bliss and woe. He 
allows them to keep their backs still turned upon the hideous gulf. 
while he allures them so gently to its verge that they are uncon- 
scious of receding from the fairer prospects which they ever 
hold in view. But O that we could learn to be suspicious of his 
wiles! For the visions of beauty he presents are more treacherous 
than the phantoms of the morning cloud. His first approaches are 
modest, only that his address may be the more winning. And the 
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lurking laughter which his bosom feels at our trifling and temporary 
transgressions, too often proves the prelude to his hellish exultation 
at our finai fall. 

Alas! how much testimony can professors of religion afford in 
support of this general position. When they have been renewed in 
the spirit and temper of their minds, and have been made suscepti- 
ble of supreme delight in the love and service of their Saviour, 
they would spurn from their bosoms that influence which would a¢ 
once congeal their heavenly affections, and corrupt the pious loyalty 
of their hearts. After feeling the pleasures of refined moral sensi- 
bility, they could not endure the guilty violence that should at once 
despoil them of a conscience void of offence. But they seem not to 
be aware that the internal monitor is of a temper so delicate as to 
be disheartened at the first neglect. And not a few suppose it un- 
worthy of their sublime notions of virtue to possess any scrupulous- 
ness about zfems of conduct. Hence conscience occasionally re- 
ceives slight and trifling wounds. And these are overlooked, be- 
cause they inflict no mighty pain. But they are wounds that will 
not heal while the corroding sting of guilt is suffered to remain within 
them. They gradually spread their infection through the soul, till, 
too often, they destroy all its tender sensibility, and reduce it to a 
religious waste, producing nothing but absurd and groundless hopes 
of heaven. : 

Dejection of spirits, or native indolence of mind, may at first lead 
to the neglect of some trivial part of duty ; and, hence, having bro- 
ken down the barriers of principle, they conduct to still more impor- 
tant omissions, till some cardinal duties are at length dispensed 
with, and a heartless indifference is felt towards the whole. Con- 
formity to the world, in some small degree, is thought innocent and 
perhaps necessary, by many christians. But when these gentle 
claims of sin are yielded, the command “ keep yourselves unspotted 
from the world,” is broken, and we have really no security that we 
shall not, in the end, make the interests of this world our darling 
interests and its idols our only Gods. 

Thus all the bliss of heaven may be put out of our possession by 
these trifles here. And even if it is obtained} tf may be forever im- 
paired by our being disqualified to enjoy the full banquet prepared 


for such as on earth have diligently enlarged every holy capacity of 


j 5 . > . by , 
the soul. O, what vast results may spring from little causes! ‘Those 


who forget or despise small things know not what they are doing. 
Though Satan brings more to capitulate than any other foe we 
have, yet he takes no one by force. Many of his wiles are too sly 
for detection, and many of his weapons too attenuated to discover 
their barbed points. If we regard the event of our probationary 
state, it becomes us all to look well to each particular step in the 
course we are taking. Before we are aware, we may be already in 
the enemy’s ambush. Nothing but fixing our eyes inflexibly on 
heaven, can prevent the allurements of earth from catching them 
and leading them astray. Nothing but the strictest adherence to 
religious principle, in every thing we do, can support us against the 
downward current of depravity. *H.* 
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Enenmes of Christ. 87 
ENEMIES TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST. 


IT will not be doubted for a moment, by any reflecting pious 
mind, that every messenger of good, every herald of the glad ti. 
dings of salvation, and every faithful follower of Chrst, is met with 
a spirit of opposition by the bold and numberless legions of Sa. 
tan’s subjects, in every endeavour to do good, and to disseminate 
Christian principles among his fellow men: nor can any fail to see. 
that they who oppose these efforts are those who live ,in opposi 
tion to the truths of the gospel. True, that class of our fellow 
men, who have not the love of God shed abroad in their hearts, those 
who have no pretensions to a godly life, being without God and 
without hope in the world, over whom the prince of darkness ex- 
ercises absolute sway, are clearly the opposers of religion ;—in 
short, such is every impenitent sinner; and would to God I might 
stop here. What! you will say, do you believe that any who are 
penitent can be ranked among enemies to the cause of Christ? I 
will tell you; but in the first place I would ask, where shall we 
rank that man who hopes he has passed from death unto life, who 
thinks he discovers much in his affections and desires that leads 
him to entertain hopes of the assurance of God’s favour, but who 
yet is classed with the world, in that he lives without having con 
fessed Christ before men, and has set down with folded hands as 
those that are at ease in Zion, and extends not the hand of Chris- 
tian aid and fellowship to those who are endeavouring to scatter 
the light of the gospel to benighted regions, to spread the spirit of 
benevolence among our fellow beings, and evangelize the world © 
Does not such a man make a compromise with the world, and does 
he not, if he is a Christian, exclude himself from the most important 
privileges of the church, and the institutions of the gospel ? Does he 
not in neglecting to make a profession, weaken the hearts of Chris- 
tians, strengthen and encourage the enemies of the cross, and live 
in the neglect of other important duties ? Has he that sense of his 
ebligation to be active in the service of God which he would have 
if he had not so long lived in the neglect of this part of duty? Is he 
not in danger of incurring the displeasure of that Saviour] who hath 
said, “whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him 
also shall the Son of man be ashamed when he cometh in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels,” and of deserving that denuncia- 
tion, “Curse ye Meroz (said the angel of the Lord,) curse ye bitter 
ly the inhabitants thereof, because they came not to the help of the 
for to the help of the Lord against the mighty?”? Are we not 


commanded to “come out from among them and be separate ?” If 


such say, they durst not, I ask, if you hope you are a Christian, how 
dare you live in the neglect of it? and if you feel that your hope 
will not justify you in making a profession, is it safe to entertain 
such a hope? ‘Think you that you will ever feel worthy to sit around 
the table to commemorate the death of the Saviour? If you are a 
Christian you never will: and who, [ ask, will ever regret that in 


this life he endeavoured to do the will of his Lord and Master, of 


having served him too much or too faithfully, of having improved 
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the means of grace, and endeavoured to do good, while setting hu- 
face against a gainsaying world, and declaring himself on the Lord’s 
side ? Perhaps you reply, as have many others, if I am a Christian 
I shall still remain one, and be saved whether I make a profession 


or not. I grant it: and so might the four lepers that were without 


the city of Samaria have said, who discovered that the Assyrians 
had abandoned their camp. They might, it is true, have lived on the 
plenty that they found to eat and drink, while thousands within the 
eity were dropping hourly into eternity with hunger; but while 
there would have been plenty with them, in thus acting, would they 
not have been murderers? You cannot but see the folly of such rea 

soning. Let us awake toa sense of our responsibility and duty ; and 
if we do hope in Christ, let it become manifest to the world. Fa: 
from me to suppose that a profession will save any one ; it will fear 

fully aggravate the condemnation of those who are lost: But let us 
be up and doing; resolving that by God’s grace we will work out 
our own salvation with fear and trembling, and not have it to lament 
through an endless eternity that, by not walking openly with the 
followers of Christ on earth, we were left in the ranks of the ungod 

iy; at first to prefer their approbation, then to relish their pursuits, 
and finally to share in their perdition. 

But can a penitent be an opposer of Christ? I answer, not in 
heart, but he may be in conduct. Ye who sincerely love our Mas 
ter, but who neglect to espouse his cause before the world; will it 
be no diminution of your heavenly bliss, to have come from your 
warfare below, with no scars to evince your holy intrepidity, and 
no trophies to tell of your success, and to have left the field of you! 
labours bearing no sheaves to the garner of your Lord? 

ALONZO. 


FOR THE PILGRIM. 
INGENUOUSNESS OF CHARACTER. 


NO trait presents itself in the human character more lovely thai 
ingenuousness. There is none which proffers more acceptable in. 
vitations to confidence and friendship. It always manifests its own 
real nature, without dissimulation, without awakening fear or sus- 
picion. In all the artless simplicity of truth, in all the frankness of 
unsuspecting innocence, it makes known its purposes, its sentimenis, 
and its objects of affection and interest. It is as unlike that dark 
duplicity often seen, which, though varying its forms and appear 
ance to allure and to deceive, is still always forbidding and suspec 
ted, as light is unlike darkness, or truth falsehood. Every thing 
in the one recommends itself to esteem and trust ; honest in its pre- 
tensions, clear in its promises, and well known from its true indica- 
tions of candor and sincerity ; so that the confidence of its alliances 
are never weakened, nor the fervour of its friendships cooled. A 
“wht is thrown aronnd if, rendering visible its motives of action, its 
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plans of conduct and its opinions of men and things. But in the 
other there is nothing that can be loved ; nothing that can awaken 
esteem, or even excite sympathy. There is a mysteriousness envel - 
oping it, which can only be shunned or despised,—an impenetrable 
cloud, in whose shadow we dare not remain. Awhile we may stand 
at a distance and gaze as on a phantom, full of uncertainty, pain- 
fully doubting whether to embrace it as a friend or to avoid it as an 
enemy, until at length impatience hurries us away from the illusive 
object, and we seldom wish to take a second view. 

A person who has advanced but a short distance on the journey 
of life, must have oftentimes noticed these two dpposite extremes of 


character ; and he will candidly say that the one invited and per- 


haps received his veneration, love, and pity. while for the other 
he felt either indifference or disgust. The former indeed may not 
be blameless and perfect ; it may in many instances err ; it may in- 


jure itself and its associates, and not unfrequently have cause to 


mourn over its own folly, its exposure to deception, and its incau- 
tious simplicity ; but through all this its native lustre shines forth, 
too mild, and too charming, not to procure the warmest admiration 
for its beauties, and the readiest pardon for its faults. 

Possessed of this, a person spreads a kind of enchantment around 
the society in which he moves ; his appearance, his actions and his 
conduct afford the highest pleasure to those of a kindred spirit, 
and to all impart satisfaction, and delight. His | atone drives 
away distrust, and suspicion, and conjecture, which destroy so many 
friendships, and poison so many sources of happiness. He carries 
with him the very zest of the enjoyment of social intercourse, a 
boldness, a freedom, and an unreservedness, which genuine friend- 
ship alone can justly appreciate, but which do not exist in a suspec- 
ting and suspected world. Even in this state of insecurity he is 
generally more free from attack than the distrustful and jealous. 
He holds up so beautiful a picture, that slander itself seldom at- 
tempts to throw upon it any defilement, and therefore it remains in 
all its pristine loveliness and purity, a glowing monument of the 
skill of the artist, while many coarser paintings have been mate 
rially injured, or entirely destroyed. 

Surely philanthropy never devised a scheme more fraught with 
human happiness, and more favorable to its extension, than would 
be an universal exhibition of this sincerity and frankness of charac- 
ter; I mean, among those in the higher walks of life, who are re- 
garded as enlightened and virtuous. Were its influence seen and 
felt by all such, who could calculate the amount of happiness which 
would then be brought into the civilized world ? Then active and 
sympathetic benevolence would not find so many objects to resist 
her progress, to occasion regret or to awaken sorrow. Then there 
would be, in every enlightened society, if not the reality, at least the 
semblance of that innocence and simplicity and consequent happi- 
ness which were known in Eden’s blissful bowers. 

But painful as it is, our experience and daily observation force us 
to the conclusion that this noble principle exists but with few, and 
has an influence lamentably too small. [1s opposite is so strong 
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and prevalent, that our common associates are little more than stra: 

zvers, and our choicest friends are hardiy known. There is, in al 

most every bosom, a coldness of feeling, and an obse urity of suspicion 
which areas fatal to the enjoyment of life, as the Sirocco of the east to 
life itself. Hach person seems to be insulated from his fellows : 
alone in his interests and pursuits, fortified in his own selfishness, 
not caring nor feeling for those around him, provided he can be safe 
and prosperous. No wonder then, amid such a destitution of syinp athy 

and benevolence, and fellow interest, that there exist no richer enjoy- 

raents, nor purer friendships; for there is no soil to give them nour 

ishment, no genial influence to bring them to maturity. As long as 
men remain in this darkness of character, as long as from dece ption 
or fear, or suspicion, they conceal their hearts, so long will society 
be destitate of interest, and obligation, and enjoyment. But when 
they cease to dissemble, when they throw aside these dark surmises 
and forbidding doubts, and show that noble frankness of character, 
that indifference and fearlessness of sus picion, that purity of motive 
which desires not concealment, and a plain exhibition of the real ob- 
jects of their business and pursuits; then social intercourse wili 
possess numerous and irresistible charms, which would prevent the 
snarling of cynics, the censures of the recluse, and the occasiona! 
disgust of all. Could society be thus purified, then those, who are 
now braving its dangers, might lay aside their arms, and those who 
are fearful, would have the benefit of perfect security. Then the 
voice of friendship would never be silenced, nor the confidence of 
affection betrayed, nor the fervor of feeling grow cold. 

Thus far, I have considered ingenuousness as it affects w orldly 
intercourse, and have glance ed at the charms and pleasures which it 
throws around that society, where it exists in its purity ; and have 
also pointed out some of the evils which its opposite trait is calcu- 
late d to produce. If we extend our view of the subject, we shall 
find one trait to be not only a moral but a christian virtue, and the 
other a sinful propensity, dangerous to the soul of its possessor as 
well as to society. 

He whose heart is warm wiih love to his Creator, and with bene- 
volence to his fellow creatures, cannot surely wear a garb fit only 
to conceal depraved motives and designs. His purposes are to do 
zood, and therefore he cannot wish to conceal them. Actuated by 
the principles of true benevolence, he cannot cherish a thought 
which he would fear that the world should know, nor devise a 
scheme which he would blush to mention even to his enemies. 
Hence he is always free from the necessity of dissimulation, and a- 
long as he conducts w orthy of his character, he can never practice ar 
art so base, and becoming only the deceiver and the hy pocrite. The 
Christian then, is bound to be i ingenuous, and sincere; for the mo- 
ment he puis a false gloss on his sentiments, or shuns the disclosure 
of his motives, he acts the part of a hypoer ite, and turnishes evidence 
that his heart is not the pure fountain of christian truth and love 
Tet all then throw aside this fashionable dress, if they would main 
‘aim a character consistent with their profession, would avoid 
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ceive the esteem and confidence of the virtuous and the good, and 
even the respect of the unprincipled and vicious. Especially let 
them throw it aside, if they would keep “their lips trom guile” 
and their hearts warm with piety and love. 

Dissimulation is wholly inconsistent with truth and innocence, and 
religion, and must, therefore, be considered as the offspring of guilt, 
and must itself be pronounced guilty and criminal. Prevalent 
as it is in the world, existing as it does in every society, it still in- 
creases the guilt of all who practice it, and will be brought into judg- 
ment along with all other sins, which a just God never fails to no- 
tice. Y.&. 


—— 
THE LOOKING GLASS. 


Mr. Pitcrim, : 

YOU must know, by this time, that I am a famous traveller, 
almost equal to yourself, and as soon as one expedition is over, | am 
moving on another. In my last I told you of a conversation I had 
with my old neighbour X., and as that was but a part of that adven- 
ture, I have concluded to give you the whole. 

After the old gentleman left me, I resolved to make the rock my 
bed and stay there all night; so wrapping my loose coat around me, 
{ laid myself down. Whilst lying there and looking at the starry 
firmament that shone through the broad fissures of the rock, my 
mind was turned to reflect on the view that Jacob must have had 
at Zuz, when the Lord first appeared tohim. What a glorious 
ladder, which, set upon the earth, reached to heaven, even to God ; 
for he stood at the top of it and communicated to the Patriarch his 
gracious purpose. It was the pathway for the ministering spirits alse, 
sent to minister unto those who shall be heirs of salvation. I very soon 
fell asleep, and the subject still remaining in my mind, I dreamed. 
[t appeared to me that I stood on an eminence that overlooked a 
large portion of the adjacent country. It being somewhat dark, it 
was at first impossible to discover the objects which surrounded me ; 
suddenly a light shone from the eastward and illuminated the 
scene, as far as the eye could reach, shewing a straight and narrow 
path,* extending through the midst of a a morass or swamp. 
This path rose gradually towards heaven, and was so exceedingly 
narrow that it was impossible for two to walk abreast on it, or tor 
one to carry any weight or obstruction of any kind; and a man 
inust watch his steps with much care, or he would surely slip and 
fall. This light, above-named, shined distinet/y on nothing but the 
path, which made that very plain, though all around appeared gloomy 
and comfortless. While f was looking upon this singular phenome - 
non, two men made their appearance, travelling in this narrow way. 
They were clothed in white garments, very pure and clean, and 
walked with much care. ‘The one who went first had nothing to 


“See Frontispiece 


ape laape acegincct SAP” 


OR OR A IRI SE 


PW. EIS 





+ eee 


ome 








2 EST Se Sa 


a eS RT OE AE a 


ed al 


SERRA lelgtior ey, 











Y2 Looking Glass. 


encumber him ; his attention was directed to his steps, and to @ 
a book of directions which he held in his hand. The other person 
was loaded with a variety of things ; on one shoulder was a number 
of rolls and bundles; under his arm was a large book, and in his 
hand a basket containing some provisions* and a bottle of cordial, 
with which he might refresh himself on the journey. As they enter- 
ed on the way they greeted each other very cordially, and agreed 
to keep company together as they travelled—so they immediately 
entered into conversation ; and the man who was foremost thus 
began : 

Plain Truth. Well, my dear brother, we are happily placed in 
this path, which, at one time, was more than I dared to hope, 
but verily thought I should perish in the environs of this dismal 
morass. 

Fickle Mind. It was an astonishing act of mercy and grace, as 
unexpected as it was undeserved on my part, Iam sure. But, my 
brother, where are your accommodations * You seem to have noth- 
ing convenient or comfortable ; nothing to refresh yourself with on 
your journey : perhaps you have ready cash, however, and intend 
to supply yourself on the road. 

P.T. No, youare entirely mistaken there ; I donot intend to gratify 
myself with such things in any way whatever. At my first setting 
out I thought I could carry with me my comforts, my luxuries, my 
commission in the army, and my worldly honor, my good name, and 
in fact almost every thing which I had. But when the light first 
broke in upon me and shewed me this path, and I saw how exceed- 
ingly narrow it was, and the great danger there would be of my 
slipping, or stumbling, even if I carried nothing, I thought best to 
leave all such things, and give my whole attention to the injunctions 
contained in this book, viz. “to waich and pray,” and to “ watch and 
keep my garments,” which latter, you know, we are under particu- 
iar obligation to do. So I left all my concerns of this nature in the 
care of him, to whom Christ commanded the young man to entrust 
the burial of his father,t “and determined, with the assistance of 
him who has promised to help in every time of need, to preserve my 
gorments unspotted.” 

£. M. Well, but it seems to me you might carry a few érifles, as I 
do, without any danger, for you must know there is not a /avern on 
the read, and you will want refreshments occasionally ; besides, 
there is no use in being in foo great haste, and attempting to run 
away from every body; but let us rather go sociably along with 
other people, as we may chance to find them on the road. I wish to 
preserve my garments as much as you do; but to do that I think we 
ought to go slow and careful. I don’t think I am in any more dan- 
ger than you are: Pray do you think it wrong to carry with us as 
many of the comforts of life as we can? 

P. 7. I have nothing in view but to go as fast as possible and go 
right. The book in my hand says, “so run that ye may obtain; 
and with this book, and the Holy Spirit to direct, J hope to run so as 
to obtain. As to carrying those comforts, conveniences, and neces 
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saries, which you speak of, I have no objection to haying any one 
carry as much as he can, and not hinder him any on his journey; 
such a load as you have got, would weary and retard me ; so, there- 
fore, as I cannot enjoy them without, in a measnre, sacrificing my 
better interests, I shall make shift to do without them, and endeav- 
our to supply their place by contem lating the glorious termina 

tion of this short journey, and what I shall receive when I enter 
on that rich, that eternal inheritance, prepared for those who rightly 
travet this road. I am also much refreshed by reflecting on the 
excellent glories of our Prince ; so much so that I have not felt the 
need of any of those things which I left behind’me. The leeks and 
the onions of Egypt have lost their flavor, and I think my soul 
loatheth such food. 

Ff. M. If 1 am not mistaken, I have some of the same enjoyment 
myself which you speak of, and I do not mean to place confidence 
in these other things, as the source of true and real satisfaction ; but 
only to use them as auxiliaries. 

b. T. But, my brother, when you first set out, you invited others 
to come and join us, and leave all things, without taking a single 
auxiliary. What may have taken place to change your mind in so 
short a time P 

#. M. I conclude I had more zeal than knowledge, and thought 
I could get to heaven in a day, and so ran accordingly. But I soon 
grew fatigued, and thought it advisable to take a few things to 
- x nature, and also to travel a little more leisurely. 

. ZT. Did you tell them any thing wrong at that time? If you 
did you ought te take it back, and tell them wherein you erred, and 
not leave them to make their own conclusions, lest they should be- 
come prejudiced against the way itself, by seeing those who travel 
on it say one thing and do another. When we tell men that there 
is no enjoyment in their pursuits, and that every real pleasure cen- 
tres in this road, and then load ourselves with the same cares and 
perplexities, that they do, and also turn aside and unite with them in 
their revels, and feasting, and unprofitable conversation, vain talking 
and jesting, which are not convenient, they have good reason to 
suspect that we told them a falsehood, and they may well upbraid 
us, in the words of this book, “ what do ye more than others ?” 

F. M. 1 did not “then think” I told them any thing wrong ;_nei- 
ther do I now think so. But it is easier to preach than to practice. 
When my soul was first.delivered from the fears of the terrible des- 
truction which threatened me, and I discovered the beauty of this 
path, and of him that provided it, I thought I should never have any 
further connection with any thingelse. The brightness of this way 
obscured all things else ; the world around me, the men in it, and 
all its toys falsely called pleasures, had no power to charm. But } 
have since found that I am in the world, and that I get along easier 
to conform a little, than to be too rigid, 

P. 7. It appears to me that you have altered your opinion more 
according to your own feelings, than in consequence of any light from 
ihe word of truth. I will take, for instance, the case of celebrating 
public festivals. Twelve months ago you utterly discarded the idea of 
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uniting with the world in eating and drinking on any such occaswwii, 
even the anniv ersary of our independence. Y ou then thought, as | 
now think, that those who profess to be spiritually minded, should 
acknowledge God, and worship him, in sperit and in truth, and that 
a merry carousal was totally repugnant to the nature of that king- 
clom set up in the midst of other kingdoms, by the Gop of Heav - 
en; you also reproved others for going to hear an oration on that day, 
and leaving a social prayer-meeting. And yet, if | am not mistak- 
en, you can now go with the enemies of the cross, and eat, and drink 
to the manifest injury of the cause of our blessed Master, and the 
grief of your brother travellers. 

F. M. You upbraid very sharply: But I was inexperienced at 
the time you speak of, and had but just sat out in the way ; and had 
[ followed that rigid mode of procedure, I should have gr eatly in- 
jured my usefulness in the world. For Teac the case you nam- 
ed, of our national festival ; had no serious sober persons been there 
the others would have been under no restraint, and the natural con- 
sequence would have been excess, and riot; but on account of our 
presence they behaved in an orderly and sober manner—/(compara- 
lively speaking.) We ought to make ourselves useful in the world, 
and not shut ourselves up in secret. With regard to my scandaliz. 
ing the cause of my Master, all I can say is, that [ have not intend- 
ed it. Jesus himself went to feasts when he was on earth; ; and as 
1 did nothing immoral, I feel a clear conscience. Neither do I 
think it necessary for me to deprive myself of a rational enjoyment, 
to gratify the squeamish scruples of a weak and superstitious bro- 
ther. Besides, itis a good thing to celebrate this anniversary in 
this way; for if it is not kept in this way it will not be kept at “all; 
for the world will not unite with us to spend the day in fasting and 
—, , or religious duties of any kind ; and we know that some of 

their feelings were much hurt by only having a sermon preached 
vn that day ; so much so that they drank a toast of “No fasts, no 
sermons,” to shew their dislike to even that proceeding. It is, sir, 
a very delicate point, and the high toned feelings of our countrymen 
will not brook znnovations. Furthermore, it tends to preserve the 
martial spirit, and keep alive the remembrance of our fathers, who 
tought and bled for our liberty, and achieved if, and have bequeathed 
it to us as our invaluable legacy, and we are bound to preserve it in- 
violate. Therefore, as we cannot pursuade them to join us, we 
ought to join them, and as far as in us lies, promote and preserve 
eood order ; and by our familiarity conciliate their affections and do 
them good when an opportunity occurs. 

P.T. Really, I believe you have given the enemy more than he 
would have had confidence to ask for. Let us look a moment at 
your argument. Must we break the commands of our Lord to ex- 
tend our usefudness 2? To be sure, if we had any power of being 
useful in ourselves considered, we might say something ; but, as all 
our labors will be utterly in vain, unless the Lord assist ; ; and as he 
will not assist us in the use of any means which he has not appoint- 
ed, we may safely conclude that our usefulness depends wholly on 
our obedience. But the effect you have proposed to yourself does 
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not follow. You say they were more sober and orderly. They in 
return say you were more merry and vain, and they cast it in the 
teeth of your brethren who attempt to reprove them, that you were 
worse than they were. They glory in your shame, and say, “ dha, 
this is as we would have it.’ Your testimony is lost. How can 
you reprove vain talking and jesting when you remember that day ? 
You say our Lord went to feasts; so he did. And by his holy con- 
versation made himself as manifest there as in any place whatever. 
He reproved the conduct of his host, and was reproached by him. 
He was invited that he might be ensnared ; and when the wisdom 
of his answers, and conduct, confounded his erfemies, they insulted 
him. If you will go as he went, and reprove sin as he reproved it, 
[ say go, with all my heart. I-mean not to upbraid you, but I wish 
you to examine the subject, with —— attention. I do not 
charge you-with meaning to injure the cause of Christ, but our in- 
tentions are but one part. It is our duty to know the will of God, 
and act as we learn con his word. Our intentions, separate from 
a knowledge of his will, would form but an indifferent rule of duty. 
Paul verily thought he ought to do many things contrary to Jesus ol 
Nazareth ; but he was mistaken, and so shall we be, when we fol- 
low the dictates of our carnal feelings, contrary to divine rule. 
Your argument in favour of observing the day in such a way is 
wholly unscriptural. If the man of the world will not join us to 
worship God, we must join him to worship Satan. I hardly think 
you will be willing to admit this principle when you see its full 
bearing. As to our liberties being in our hands, you are much mis 
taken. They are in the hands of a Hoty Gop ; and he can take 
them from us as he gave them to us ; and if we would dwell long in 
the land which he hath given us, we must acknowledge him. 1 
think I can heartily rejoice that our lines are fallen to us in so good 
ly a place, where we can enjoy so many privileges. But when J 
take into consideration the awful expense of blood shed on the oc- 
casion, I question whether our fathers will stand justified before 
God in the transaction. Whether the awful responsibility incurred 
by pronouncing the word, which sent two huudred thousand men 
prematurely into the presence of the Jutlge of quick and dead, was 
counterbalanced by the consideration of the right of taxation, is a 
question which that Judge alone must determine. But I confess J 
should not like to take the consequences, as I think it possible that 
when the secrets of all hearts are brought to light, and tried by the 
standard of efernal justice, things will appear differently to our eyes 
from what they now do. z 

[Here F. M. interrupted him by a question on the subject of war 
generally, which, together with P. T’s. answer, will be given in some 
future number. | 

F. M. You go so fast that I cannot keep pace with you. The 
road is of the two rather narrow. It appears to me if I had the 
care of it, I would éurnpike it a little, for the ease and convenience ot 
travellers. The other* road, which we past when we came into 
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this, had the appearance of being a turnpike altogether ; besides, on 
that was a hand-rail,* running the whole length, which made it 
much easier to walk in. Iam almost tempted to believe that the 
best road. ’ 

P. T. The great difficulty which was in the way then, is in the 
way now, which was, a doubt whether the path extended quite across 
the sw amp. If it should reach part of the way only, and we should 
be benighted at the end of it, our destruction would be inevitable. 

F. M. But that had the appearance of going the same way with 
this, and is much more travelled ; besides, I could in that path have 
rode in my carriage, and not been necessitated to car ry all this bag- 
vage on my back. And the guide there told of hundreds that had 
gone that way to one this, so we should probably have had more 

company. However, I think this to be the safest on the whole. 

P. T. It does not prove the thing to be valid because a great 
many believe it. Was this the case, purgatory would stand « on a 
strong foundation. As to your burden, you might have carried that 
with much more ease in that path than this. But as it respects 
company, those travellers who choose to ride in carriages, are very 
little company for those who are obliged to walk. 

Now I saw in my dream, that as they walked on, Fickle-Mind, in 
his zeal to preserve his ods, suffered his white garment to be soil 
ed in various places, and he was much troubled, and perplexed, in 
trying to save the appearances of both. While he was hindered by 
these difficulties, his companion left him behind and walked on, 
looking on his book, on which the rays of light fell with peculia: 
brightness, rendering his way more and more comfortable as he drew 
near the close of it. But, alas for poor Fickle-Mind! while he was 
endeavouring to adjust his various concerns, he had the misfortune 
to drop his basket and bottle, and in making an exertion to recove: 
them, he slipped into the mire, his beautiful garment was rent in a 
deplorable manner, and covered with the filth of the quagmire, and 
his various plans for extensive usefulness met a very untimely in 
terruption. While he was wallowing there, a thick mist began to 

rise from the bog, which so obscured the light, that it was very diffi 
cult to see the way, and required from one who had not fallen more 
circumspection, if possible, than before. But my attention was 
speedily called to another place. In a thicket, at no great distance, 
was the Prince of the Power of the Air. He was exulting in the 
fall of our unfortunate traveller, but, being at a distance, I could 
not hear all! his soliloquy ; some sentences, ~howev er, I heard, and 
they were as follows :-—* This man, who has fallen, will probably be 
a stumbling-stone to those who come after him. But these are tri 

fles. I perceive that my time is drawi ing toa close; the hour is near 
at hand when I must be chained down in ev erlasting darkness— 

(Some say that everlasting is not eternal :—They will have an op- 
portunity to try it shortly. )—From the signs of the times, I know 
the millennial day is drawing nigh. One satisfaction alone 1 remains : 
T shall not sink alone. The judgment day will witness a countless 
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throng, which no man can number, who will hear the awful sen- 
tence addressed to themselves, “ Depart, ye cursed, into ever/ast. 
ing fire’ What a day it will be then! Did they know as much 
about it as I know, pow | could they feel the wrath of God as I feel it, 
they would not wait the consequences, but would turn to the only 
hope. It shall be my business, however, to prevent that; and now 
for the best method. I have lost more subjects within two years 
than in ten before: Revival has followed revival about the-country, 
in all directions: It has been as bad as the old new-light stir m 
Whitefield’s day. I wish they would let preaching be confined to 
regular ministers, and not set every boy about streets to exhorting. 
I have but one way to do: I must endeavour to puff up the preach- 
ers with spiritual pride. If I can once get that into their bosoms, 
they may bid farewell to usefulness. Amongst private christians 
the most successful of all the means I have ever tried to stupify the 
mind, is to convince them, that God’s time has not come to work. 
Then they remain in a state of stupid inactivity, tolerably content- 
ed; and it is harder to awaken them from this, than from any other 
state they get into, for they charge their ay on Gop. Ano- 
ther thing :—I must make business better. Business has been so 
dull of late, that folks have had nothing to do but turn christians :— 
Religious ee have had access to them, and a good many have 
been scared at the idea of hell, [and well they may be.| and have 
made good their escape from wrath to come. Now I must so con- 
trive it as to entangle both saints, and sinners, in the world, so that 
neither of them can attend meetings, evening conferences in parti- 
cular. Their minds must be so clogged that the one can get no time 
to speak, or the other fo hear. On these two things hang the chief 
weight of my power. I must lull christians into stupidity and en- 
tangle them in the world, andkeep the wicked as they are; and 
then, as auxiliaries, add as many false doctrines as possible. But 
there are a few who yet maintain the life, and power, of godli- 
ness. Zhese must be plied with every art my long experience will 
furnish. I’ll just recollect their names, for they require immediate 
attention. In * ‘i Ps gud 2 ; * * 

How much more oi his infernal plan the Prince of Darkness 
would have revealed, or who he would have named as most obnox- 
ious to his wrath, I am unable to say; for, just as he was about to 
pronounce their names, I awoke in on agitation, for J felt a con- 
sciousness, that I had not done much of late to excite his indignation. 
Possibly some of my brethren may have the same feelings. Let us 
therefore not sleep, as do others, bat be sober and watch: unto pray- 
er, lest we enter into temptation, and give occision to the enemies 
of the Lord to blaspheme. 

PETER VALDO. 
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Letter toa dying Sister. 


FOR THE PILGRIM. 


Farewell letter of a Brother, to a Sister, when the latter was in daily 
expectation of being numbered with the dead. 


July 23d, 1822. 
My Dear Sister, 

1 embrace the earliest opportunity of fulfilling the _— I 
made when we parted, of writing to you on my return home. It 
pleased a kind providence to protect me on my journey, and to re- 
turn me in safety to my family. ‘ You will rejoice to hear, that they 
were preserved in my absence, and that I am permitted to enjoy the 
dear delights of my own dwelling as formerly. Oh how manifold 
is the goodness of God, in which Ishare, and how great are my obli- 
gations of gratitude! I might dwell on the common mercies of life, 
and recite to you many incidents of our every day’s experience, 
which, were you in health, would interest your feelings, and awaken 
your gratitude: but I will not intrude these upon your mind, now 
occupied with the approaching realities of the unseen world. 

The remembrance, my dear Sister, of your situation, while de- 
clining under the power of disease, in certain prospect of its fatal 
termination, awakens my sympathy, and influences me to commend 
you to the care of our heavenly Father. Could [ say any thing that 
would impart to you consolation, or strengthen your confidence in 
God, most cheerfully would I do it. You stand on the verge of eter- 
nity, anticipating the change, the great change, which terminates the 
probation of the soul, frees it from its clayey tenement, and trans- 
lates it to the society of immortals. This change is alike new to all. 
No one has returned to tell us, mortals, how the soul exists in its 
disembodied state, nor what enlargement of powers and views it ex- 
periences; but, blessed be God for the gospel. which sheds light up- 
on the darkness of the grave, and tenders to the dying believer a 
hope full of immortality! Thousands have died in the faith of the 
gospel, triumphing in view of their departure from this world. 
Death is disarmed of his terror, the grave has lostits dominion. The 
dying believer, whose trust is im Christ, puts off his mortal body, 
and leaves the world in hope of having it restored to him at the re- 
surrection of the just, a glorious, imperishable, and immortal bedy ! 
May | not conclude, my sister, that your fears are daily subsiding, 
and that you are more and more confirmed in your hope, as you 
draw nearer to the close of life? The world grows less and less in 
your estimation, and you feel more and more the vanity, and insuf- 
ficiency, of all that men of the world strive for. What can you say 
of the honours, pleasures, and distinctions of this life? Do you per- 
ceive any thing in these worth living for—any thing that will be a 
portion for the immortal mind ? They whose chief good is sought in 
any or all these, must sooner or later behold their mistake. They 
are nothing to the dying man; they fail in the moment when men 
most need a refuge. 

I know, my dear sister, for itis your own declaration, that you 
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see nothing in the world which prompts you to desire a continu- 
ance in life ;”—at the same time you must not be impatient to be 
gone. Your protracted illness may be viewed as the trial of your 
faith and patience. Why you should be tried in a manner so pe- 
culiar and so distressing we know not. ‘The wisdom of the appoint- 
ment is for the present concealed from our view. We may say it 
is even so, O Father, because it hath seemed good in thy sight that 
it should be so. The words of Christ to Peter may be applied in 
this case to you; What Ido thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter. Doubtless you wiil hereaftep be able to trace the 
hand of mercy in all your trials: Even the bitterest cup of your 
sorrows may in the issue occasion your joy. It is your consolation 
to know that he who appoints your trials is the Being who sustains 
you, and that he has kind designs in all his chastisements. He will 
lay no more upon you than he will enable you to bear. As you have 
found him a present help im seasons that are past, so you may ex- 
pect he will afford you all needful grace in the trying hour. Is not 
your confidence in him daily increasing, and is not your resolution 
that of Job, when he said, Zhough he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him? Think of those seasons of communion with him which are 
past; when you have felt a child-like submission ; when you enjoy- 
ed a serene and tranquil frame; when, in humble confidence in 
your Redeemer, you had some foretastes of glory. While you re- 
member with grateful emotion past tekens of God’s love, be encon- 
raged to repose unlimited confidence in him. Let no distrust dis- 
turb your peace—be calm and quiet as a child. God never brings 
his people into trying circumstances, and then leaves them. You 
cannot endure one pain more than he shall appoint. Your sickness, 
in all its extent and variety of suffering, is the method of his choice 
to bring you unto himself. It may seem long and tedious, you may 
desire the period of release, and perhaps wonder that the chariot 
wheels are so long in coming; but hush any feeling of impatience: 
Remember that God’s time is the best time—/ef his will be your will. 
Your present light afflictions are but for a moment, and are, it may 
be, working for you a far more exceeding, and eternal weight of glo- 
ry. 

Before this arrives at your dwelling, you may be gone, numbered 
among immortals: You wiil receive it, should you be permitted to 
read or to hear it on this side the grave, as the last tribute of affec- 
tion from a brother, who will ever feel grateful for all the kindness 
you have shown him, and who, while he expects not to see you a- 
gain in the flesh, hopes, through the merits of his Redeemer, to meet 
you in heaven. As we mingled our devotions before the throne of 
Grace at parting, it seemed reality to him, that it was for the last 
time. The thought of separation rushed upon his soul, and must 
have been overwhelming were it not for the hope that it would not 
be an eternal separation. No, my dear sister, death is not an eter- 
nal separation of friends who die in the Lord. They part in hope of 
meeting in a better world, and of being united in purer and higher 
friendship than that of earth. Is this hope our hope? God grant 
that we may realize its fruition in his kingdom! O how desirable 
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ine state, in which we shall be free from sin, and trom all the ills ot 
mortality occasioned by sin! And are you so soon to enter on that 
tate! so soon to mingle with the spirits of the just made pertect 
to bid farewell to sorrow, pain, and death! [ cannot wish you back 
to linger tp the deserts of this world. No, my dear sister, I com- 
mend you to that Saviour in whom you have believed, praying that 
his grace may be sufficient for you when flesh and heart are faifing 
you; and that, on jeavine the body, you may be present with him 
ingiory. There may you meet our dear parents and sisters who 
have gone betore, and your brother and other friends who will soon 
follow, and all our pious relations, and the whole Israel of God, to 
be united in the purest friendship, and employed in holy service, for 
ever and ever. Adieu, my sister, adieu till we meetin eternity and 
onverse in the language of immortals. 
From your aftectionate brother, 





ONVERSATION BETWEEN AN ASSOCIATE OF THE PILGRIM 
AND A TRAVELLER. 


Traveller. | FIND that this life is one continued scene of trouble 
ind disappointment ; ; and even the few ‘pleasures [ enjoy are so soon 


lasted, they are hardly worth possessing: but I have this consola- 


ion, that all will be well hereafter. 
/ssociate. 1i seems then that you have the hope of the christian. 


Jat faith which works by love, purifies the heart, and enables you to 
vercome the world. 


T. Hope of the christian! 1 don’t know what you mean by that 


aes ession. My hope is that all will be happy in another world. 


1. Permit me to ask you if you believe that “ all scripture is given 


hs inspiration of God ?” 


7. Perhaps the greater part of it is. 

A. Who then shail make the selection, and say what parts were 
given by inspiration, and what parts were not? How must we un- 
derstand such passages of the scriptures as these r-—* * Holy men ot 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”*  « All scrip- 
ture is given by mspiration of God.”+ Now if you reject a part of 
the scriptures as not given by inspiration, may you not by the same 


authority reject the whole ? My object in asking you this question 


s, that [ may know whether you believe in the character of God 
1s described in the bible, or whether, like the heathen, you select a 


God and mode of worship which is most a; greeable to your own fancy. 


7. [am ready to support my sentiments by the s riptures, and, 
f you please, would be happy to hold an argument with you. 
A. [fT comply with your request, I wish to make this agreemen’ 


with you, viz. that our object be not to dispute for the pride of vie 


ory, but simply to ascertain the truth ;—that we admit what ap 


~ 
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pears to be true ;—and that we take the bible for the only foundation 
of sentiments. If you will consent to this, perhaps our conversa 
tion may be profitable,—otherwise, it will be of no use. 

7. Well, | am willing to abide by thisagreement. 1 wish a can 
did discussion. I have no other object than our mutual good. 

4. Please to tell me then how you establish your hope of wniver 
sad salvation from the scriptures 

7. 1 must first relate the particulars of my sentiments ;—then i 
can bring the seriptures to bear so that you can understand them. 
i believe that mankind receive all the punishment which is due or 
threatened against their sins in the present life ;—and that ail the 
threatenings of God in the seriptures must be understood in this 
light ;—that the day of judgaent means nothing more than the con. 
viction of every man’s conscience in regard to his actions ;—and 
that ail men will be saved in virtue of being united to Christ. 

4. Before we proceed in this discussion, please to inform me 
how you cata these sentiments? Did you study the word ot 
God, humbly praying that the Holy Spirit might lead you to under 
stand it correctly ? Gr did you pursue the opposite course, viz. 
lirst form your sentiments, and then wrest the scriptures for their 
support Did you choose this doctrine because it was most agree- 
able to your natural heart, and that you might live quietly in sin, 
neglect repentance and the duties of a holy life ? 

T. Sir, I did not expect to be catechised by you when I re- 
quested this discussion,—I am ready, as I said before, to converse 
on the subject which was proposed. 

i. Had you asked me the same question which you seem so re 
iuctant to answer, I should have considered it as perfectly proper. 
[ regard this as the only way of safety. A deceitful heart, the 
alluring world, and the great adversary of souls, are sure to enslav: 
those in ignorance and error, whe neglect te call upon God for di- 
rection. 

As you seem to be urgent, [ can tell you that I have not been 
careful to pursue this course, in establishing my religious sentiments, 
nor do I think it of much importance, so long as | am confident that 
{ am right. 

A. You are not the only individual who is confident of salvation 
without the change of heart and character which the bible requires, 
for it seems that “ Many will say to Christ on that day,” the day of 
judgment, “ Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name: and 
in thy name cast out devils, and in thy name done imany wondertul 
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: de- 
part from me ye that work iniquity.”* [hope you do not suppose 
that either your confidence or sincerity in the articles of your belief 
is proof that they are correct. For “ there is a way that seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.’*+ Paul 
said, “I verily thought with myself that I ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.’ *t The bible every 
where holds out the idea, that many are deceiv ed and deceive oth- 
ers on the subject of their salvation. 


* Matth. vi. 22, 23 + Prov. xvi. 25. + Acts rxvi. 9 
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T. You know [ don’t believe in any other day of judgment than 
the conviction of every man’s conscience, in this life, in regard to 
his actions. 

A. Now if this sentiment which you have advanced be correct. 
‘hen God is very unjust in the distribution of his punishments ; for 
thé remorse of conscience, arising from a sense of guilt, constantly 
diminishes as the person advances in his crimes, till at length, ac- 
cording to the scriptures, his “ conscience is seared as with a hot iron.” 
Now, according to your hypothesis, the person who is least guilty 
receives the greatest punishment, and the most abandoned ruffian 
the least ; and the same person is considered less and less guilty as 
he creases his crimes, and is punished accordingly. The man who 
for the first time steals, is severely punished by this friendly moni- 
tor; but when he becomes a pirate, and adds murder to theft, his 
mind is comparatively tranquil, and even happy in boasting of his val- 

‘ant exploits. Besides, you annihilate all remorse of conscience when 
you renounce the belief of a judgment day and of future punishments. 
Now, sir, that you should pretend to support your opinion from the 
bible, while it embraces such a complication of abéurdities, is a mys- 
tery to common sense. [tis difficult to see how you can renounce 
the belief of a particular day of judgment, and credit such passages 
as these; “Inthe day when God shall judge the secrets of men 
by Jesus Christ.”* «He hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness.”’t “So then every one of us shad/ 
give account of himself to God.’’t 

T. True, the bible represents a review of the characters of men 
something like a day of judgment; still, 1 am disposed to think 
there is no punishment of sinin the world to come. It would make 

God a respecter of persons, and he can pardon as weil as punish. 

2. If you admit the reality of a particular day of. judgment, you 
make it a mere mock ceremony, if no judgment or sentence is to be 

passed, and you contradict the whole tenor of scripture. You say, 

‘It would make God a respecter of persons.”’ But the scriptures 
consider this a proof that God is not a respecter of persons. Observe 
these passages. “ But he that doeth wrong shall receive tor the wrong 
which he hath done; and there is no respect of persons.”$ “And 
if yecallon the Father, who, without respect of persons, jedgetl ac- 
cording to every man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning 
here in fear.”*| By your supposition, that ali sin is punished exclu- 
sevely in this life, you impeach the moral Governor of the universe 
as a cruel and unjust respecter of persons. For example ; in the old 
world, Noah, only, was found righteous betore God. But all the 
wicked world, whom Noah had warned to repent, and escape the 
wrath to come, were mercifully wafted into heaven for their wick- 
-dness, by a fiood of waters, while righteous Noah was compelled to 
linger his passage thither, through the toils ot a long and trouble- 
some life. Again, when the wickedness of Sodom, and the cities of 
the plain, had risen up to heaven and cailed down the vengeance ot 


an angry God,—Lot, who was found righteous in the sight of the 


a 


* Rom. v.16. + Acts xvui. 31. + Rom. xiv. 12 Col. 11..235 lL Pet. 1.3 
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Lord, was hastily driven from the city, and all his earthly posses- 
sions, and compelled to endure many sorrows and trials, before he 
entered upon his rest; while the Lord rained brimstone and fire 
from heaven, to consume the rebels into love, and establish them on 
thrones of glory. Were it necessary to expose the fallacy of your 
opinion to farther ridicule, I might mention all those who in the 
Old Testament are described as perishing by the especial judgment 
of God. In the New Testament I might shew how Ananias and 
Saphira took a short cut to heaven by lying. And how 


* Judas, that perfidious wretch, 
Was not for crimes accurs’d; 

But with a cord out-went his Lord, 
And got to heaven the first.” 


But to return tothe precise language of scripture, what could have 
been our Lord’s meaning when he said, “ Except ye repent, ye shal! 
all likewise perish ??* 

7. | suppose he wished to inculcate this truth, that if they neg- 
lected to repent and become good, he would destroy them, by a 
temporal death. 

4. Then, by the word “ except,’ we must suppose that had they 
repented they would not have suffered a temporal death. And also 
that all that did repent, have not perished by a temporal death, but 
must be still living, unless they have been translated to heaven ; 
and likewise all who now repent are not exposed to a temporal death. 
You suppose too, that the prophet was endinsteid in the same way, 
when he said, “Turn ye, turn yefrom your evil ways, for why wil 
ye die ?”+ i.e. if they would turn from their sins they would not 
be in danger of a temporal death ? 

7. admit there are difficulties in this explanation of those pas- 
sages ; but we read that “Christ died for all.” 

“1. Observe, there is no necessary connection between the provi- 
sion which has been made that all might be saved, and sinners ac- 
tually accepting of this salvation, upon the terms on which it is 
offered. Your error consists in drawing an inference from this, and 
similar passages, which has no connection with them, and which the 
bible plamly shews is not true. But examine those passages, and 
learn their meaning from their connection, and your inference will be 
different. The word of God informs us that there are those, who 
“wrest the scriptures,” not to their salvation, but “to their own 
destruction.”¢ You read of some who are given up “ to believe a 
lie ;?? not that they may be saved, but “that they all might be 
damned, who believe not the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness.”” 

For example, take preachers of this doctrine, whom the Lord 
describes by his servant Jeremiah, and examine the substance of 
their sermons, and see how exactly they agree with the modern 
preaching of Universalists. The description is so accurate, that 
their present mode of preaching cannot be more happily described 


* Luke xii. 3 + Ezek. xxxiii. 11. + 2 Thes. ii. 11. § 2 Pet. iii. 16 
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than by quoting the passage. “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, heark- 
en not unto the wank of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they 
make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart and not out 
of the mouth of the Lord. They say still unto them that despise me, 
The Lord hath said, Ye shall have peace ; they say unto every one 
that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, NO EVIL 
shall come upon you.”* You will observe that these false prophets 
said, “ The Lord hath said,”? &c. In like manner those of the pre- 
sent day say, “The word of the Lord supports our belief.” The 
preaching of the false prophets in Ezekiel’s cr op very similar, 
as it appears from what the Lord said by Ezekiel concerning it : 
“Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, 
whom I have not made sad ; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, 
that he should not return from his wicked way, BY PROMISING HIM 
t1FE,”’ &c.t Indeed, all the preaching of the false prophets, which 
is recorded in the bible, from the sermon which their “ Father’ 
first preached so successfully to our first parents, bears the same 
character, viz. that the threatenings of God against the wicked will 
not be fulfilled. 

I beseech you, no longer adhere to sentiments replete with such 
contradictions and absurdities. There is only one way by which 
you can be saved. That way is safe, for He that hath “the keys of 
hell and of death,” “that openeth, and no man shutteth ; and shut- 
teth, and no man openeth,” has revealed it. ‘This way is to “ re- 
pent, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.”*} Remember the sentence against those that say, “ Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things that he hath said.”” Repent novw, that 


you may warn your “ five brethren, lest they also go to that place of 


torment.” Be willing to separate from your wicked companions,— 
‘Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished.”’ 
“ Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall 
fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into 
hell ; yea, | say unto you, Fear him.”*§ “ Marvel not at this ; for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth ; they that have aan good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the reswrrec- 
tion of damnation.” || 

7. My business is urgent, so that I must now leave you. I shall 
be able to call on you again soon. As the object of our conversa- 
iion was simply to ascertain the truth, I. will endeavour to think of 
your arguments, and as the subject concerns the eternal destiny o! 
the soul, I hope I shall be candid and impartial. 


oc 


NEW SYSTEM OF MUTUAL INSTRUCTION. 
IN Iceland, as we are informed on the authority of the Rev. Dr. 
flenderson, very few schools exist for the instruction of children ; 


* Jere. xxiii. 16 and 17. ¢ Ezek. xiii. 22. + Acts xvi. 31. 
§ Luke xit. 4 and 5. Y John v. 28, 29. 
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and yet im scarcely any country is there so great a proportion of the 
inhabitants who are able to read. This is owing to an almost uni- 
versal practice of communicating instruction in the domestic circle. 
During the long winter evenings especially, each family is, in a 
measure, transformed into a school. 

I lately took tea in a family in which I was not only reminded of 
the custom alluded to, but was also forcibly impressed with the idea 
that much more might be effected among us in the way of mutual 
family instruction. Not being a stranger in the family, no change 
was made on my account, in their usual regulations. Indeed, I was 
myself invited to join with them in their established practice of 
communicating some useful fact before rising from table. While 
walking homeward from the dwelling where science, and benevo- 
fence, and piety, and peace, have taken up their abode, how happy, 
thought I, would it be for our land if every family would adopt a 
similar course. How greatly would it tend to elevate the character of 
our countrymen. And why may not such a practice be universally 
adopted? Why will not parents and children come prepared 
“morning and evening and noon,” each in their turn, to make some 
useful remark ? The celebrated Dr. Franklin informs us, that his 
father was particularly careful that some profitable subject of con- 
versation should always be introduced at table. A hundred vol- 
umes would not be sufficient fully to declare the benefits which 
would result from the plan proposed. Besides the information which 
would be obtained, the habit of acquiring and communicating knowl- 
edge which would thus be formed, would be of incalculable worth ; 
at first, indeed, the attempt might wear an air of formality, but up- 
on consideration, would flow on as naturally as when none but 
frivolous topics were introduced. Nor need any member of the 
family find it difficult to contribute his part. The child from the 
school on the book which it is perusing, and the parent from the 
business of the day, or the treasures of memory, could furnish at 
least three facts daily, worthy of remembrance. One word as to 
the manner in which this plan-should be pursued. So far as possi- 
ble, it would seem desirable that each individual should observe 
some system in his communications. He who is reading history, or 
pursuing a particular science, should endeavour to give a connected 
view of the subject. 

Will not every reader or hearer, before finally condemning this 
method of mutual instruction, give it at least a few months trial ? 


> 


ON THE IMPROPRIETY OF UNBELIEVERS CONDUCTING THE 
EXERCISE OF SINGING IN PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


HAVING been deeply impressed with the belief that the wor- 
ship of God, in order to be acceptable in his sight, must be “ in spirit 
and in truth ;”’ I notice with interest the question, “Is it proper 
that the exercise of singing in public worship should be blnduched 
by any except christians?” For the honor of Zion, the writer 
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desires, in tlie spirit of meekness, to solicit the attention of his breth- 
ren toaserious and candid examination of the modern order of 
singing in public worship; to determine by the word of truth wheth- 
er it is agreeable to him who hath said, “ I will be sanctified in them 
that come nigh me.” 

To answer this question according to truth, we must consider, 

First, The nature and design of “ singing in public worship” ac 
cording to the word of God : 

Secundly, The precepts and examples of that word relative to the 
subject. 

The apostle Peter expresses the nature and design of Christian 
worship in the following passage; “ Ye also as lively stones are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer -up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” Here we are plain- 
ly taught, Ist. That the house or church of God is of a sptrttual or 
holy nature; that it consists of lively stones, or spiritual members. 
2d. That the design of this building, the object and end of this as- 
sociation of spiritual persons, is to offer spiritual or holy sacrifices 
The ordinance of praise is one of those spiritual sacrifices, in whicl: 
believers of the truth of God are to “sing with the spirit and the un 
derstanding,” the matchless deeds of wisdom, love and power Je-- 
hovah wrought, when he gave his Son for rebels, and when he “ rais- 
ed us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus.” 

In this ordinance we publicly profess faith in Christ, love to God, 
and holy fellowship one with another. We call upon the “ great 
God” to “attend while Zion sings,’ assuring him “ we wait to feel 
his grace, to see his glories shine.”’ We positively declare, in the 
presence of him who searcheth the heart, and in the presence of an- 
gels and men, that we love God’s holy law, that it is our daily de- 
light, and that with our whole heart we have sought him.—Ps. 119, 
13th part. We assure the Holy One of Israel that we “hate the 
sinners’ road,” and “ choose the path of heavenly truth.” We pro- 
fess our mutual love, and fellowship in the truth, declaring that our 
“fears, our hopes, our aims are one ;”’ and we appeal to the God of 
truth, that he hath seen our souls sincere.—Ps. xviii. 1. 

Now we may ask, is it proper for any except Christians to jom 
in these solemn professions of holy faith and love in public worship ! 
If indeed our design in singing is to exhibit the skill and melody of 
the human voice, and to fill the ear with harmonious air, then it is 
consistent to call upon those “ that chaunt to the sound of the viol” 
to amuse us with their exhibitions of musical science, although they 
may profane the ordinance of God, and mock the holy majesty of 
heaven with a solemn sound upon a thoughtless tongue. But if om 
design in singing in the public worship ot God is “ to offer spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ,” we can consistently 
all upon those on/y who, by a surrender of their hearts to God, are 
qualified to offer these sacrifices. If we design to exhibit the true 
‘haracter of divine worship, we ought not to manifest any fellow 
ship with theunholy. Let every unprejudiced mind judge whethe: 
ve are not practically denying the truth we profess, viz. that the 
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ordinances of the Lord’s house are holy, and that repentance to- 
wards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, are essential 
to worship, while we encourage the impenitent to unite with us in 
the ordinacne of public praise. 

Let us now examine the precepts and examples of the word of 
truth relative to this subject. 

The Apostle Paul gives particular directions to the churches, 
respecting this holy and heavenly part of christian worship. To the 
church at Ephesus he says, “be filled with the Spirit; speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your hearts to the Lord.” Eph. 5,18. To the 
Collosians, “ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom, teaching and admonishing one anotherin psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 
Col. 3,16. To the Corinthians, “I will sing with the spirit, and I 
will sing with the understanding also.” 1 Cor. xiv. 15. With di- 
vine authority, he solemnly commanded the church at Corinth, 
“be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers, for what fel- 
iowdiile hath righteousness with unrighteousness 5 and what com- 
munion hath light with darkness ?’’ 2 Cor. vi. 14. And by the same 
authority, he commanded Timothy to turn away from such as had 
the form of godliness, but denied the power thereof. 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
Let us also hear “ the faithful witness” on this subject. “God is a 
spirit, and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth”? John iv. 24. 

In addition to these passages, we may consider the declaration of 
divine truth, “ Except a man be born again he cannot see the king- 
dom of God.” John ini. 5. It is manifest, that by the kingdom of 
God, our Lord meant his church on earth; that no man can discern 
the spiritual nature and glory, or participate in the spiritual privile- 
ges and joys of his church, without being born of the Spirit. This 
is generally conceded by those who are taught of God. But we may 
ask, why are the unrenewed disqualified for the church of Christ ? 
Is it not because they are disqualified to engage in the holy wor- 
ship of that church? Are they not unfit for a place in the spiritual 
temple, because they are unfit to offer the spiritual sacrifices of that 
temple? If they are qualified to unite with the church in offering 
holy sacrifices, why are they not qualified for membership? What 
more, indeed, does a true member of Christ’s church profess, than 
to offer the spiritual sacrifices of his-house ? Can we make a differ 
ence between the ordinances of God’s house, and say that the ordi- 
nance of praise is not as holy as that of the Lord’s supper ; that un- 
believers may unite with us in the former, although it would be sa- 
crilege to unite with us in the latter? Is not praising God as holy a 
part of worship as any other? Do we not profess to approach as 
near the holy majesty in this act of devotion as in any other? Cer 
tainly this part of our worship approximates more than any other to 
that of the celestial temple. The inference appears plain and forcib!e ; 
those whose hearts are “ not right in the sight of God,” ought to have 
no more part or lot in this exercise of Christian worship than they 
have at the Lord’s table. In both ordinances the same professions 
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of faith and hope and love are made, and in both there should be 
the same monliootatien of the holiness of God’s house. 

In referring to the examples of the primitive church, we find no 
such distinction made in the ordinances of divine worship, as is 
made in the present day. We do not find unbelievers uniting with 
the church in one or more, but not in all. While it was the duty 
and privilege of believers to go “every where preaching the word,” 
and while unbelievers were permitted to come in and see all the or- 
dinances attended to by the disciples of Christ, we have not the sha- 
dow of evidence that any visible union or fellowship was manifested 
with them in the worship of God, until they obeyed the gospel and 
worshipped God in spirit and in truth. 

And now I beseech my brethren, for whom I pray, that they may 
be “ followers of God as dear children,” to consider whether they 
are keeping the ordinances as they have been delivered to them 
by the great Head of the church. Let us, dearly beloved, with a 
remembrance of our infinite obligation to obey the King of Zion, 
compare our present mode of singing in public worship with his holy 
word. 

That word declares that “God isa spirit, and they that worship 
him mst worship him in spirit and in truth.” Now, does not our 
practice declare, that they muy worship him, who will not worship 
him in ‘spirit and in truth? That word declares that the Christian 
church is built up of “lively stones,” to offer up spiritual sacrifices. 
Does not our practice declare that it is built in part of dead stones, 
to offer dead sacrifices, even the sacrifices of the wicked, which “ are 
an abomination to the Lord.’’? The Apostle in referring particular- 
ly to that worship which the Lord requires in his church, says, “ I 
will sing with the spirit, and with the understanding also.”” He di- 
rects his brethren also to sing with grace in their hearts. But does 
not our practice say, you may continue to sing with the voice with- 
out the spirit, and without grace in your hearts? Jesus Christ says, 
“Except a man be born of the spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of heaven,”’ or the gospel church. Does not our practice deny 
this, and represent those engaging in the holy services, and enjoy- 
ing the sacred privileges of his kingdom, who have never been born 
again P 

“(A continuation of the above, consisting of objections answered, will appear in 
our next.} 


CHRISTIAN FIDELITY. 


A JUDICIOUS, affectionate, and earnest appeal to the conscience 
will rarely fail of producing a happy effect, even on the minds of the 
scofling and profane. I will relate one fact which goes to confirm 
this. 

A gentleman from the West, on business in New York, was soli- 
cited to lend his aid and care to a lady, who was travelling alone in 


the stage on the same route with him. Out of respect to the gentle- 
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man who made this request in behalf of the lady, he could not de- 
cline, though, when he found, by inquiry, that she was the wife of 
one of the missionaries at our western stations, and on her way thith- 
er, he felt a great reluctance in promising his services. fie had 
been a noted opposer of religion, had a most sovereign contempt for 
all missionary efforts, and for those who would engage in them. He 
made every shift in his own mind to invent an excuse to refuse tak- 
ing charge of the lady, but finding none, his sense of honour would 
not permit him to decline. 

The lady was amiable, intelligent, and interesting—and, with her 
missionary spirit, the condition of the heathen, and the means for 
evangelizing them, was a favourite topic of conversation. The gen- 
tleman showed his dislike to the subject by his attempts to reason 
her out of her enthusiastic notions, as he would call them ; but, like 
many other men who have been engrossed with business, and have 
thought toe little on religion in any form to speak upon it to muck 
purpose, he was soon made to see his own ignorance, and of course 
his unreasonable prejudice. 

This at first awakened in him a spirit of inquiry in regard to the 
heathen, and the measures and success of missionaries. She was 
prepared to answer his inquiries, and in such a manner too, as to 
allay his opposing feelings, and leave a favorable impression on his 
mind, When he inquired into her prospects as a missionary, and 
her motives for making such a personal sacrifice, she manifested 
such modesty, and humility, wh self-denial, as utterly surprised 
him. He had supposed, that those who engaged in such service. 
were either seeking their own aggrandizement, or were far gone with 
religious frenzy. But he found her acting from enlarged views, an 
enlightened judgment, and real benevolence. His views of missions, 
therefore, from what he saw and heard, were entirely changed. 

The lady was not satisfied with this ; she managed her conversa 
tion so as to sound him in his general views of ake. and as she 
had already secured his respect for her intelligence and goodness, 
he was more careful in exposing his ignorance and opposition. 
They rode in company for several days, and the lady frequently 
expressed her gratitude for his kind attentions, with an anxious so 
licitude for the safety of his soul. She manifested such humility, 
such sincerity and engagedness, as soon led him to think favourably 
of religion, and soon after to a conviction that she possessed what 
he was an entire stranger to; and then to a deep sense of his awful] 
condition, as a sinner. What set home her remarks to his mind 
with peculiar farce, was a conviction similar to that of some one, 
who, ovina heard Whitfield preach, observed, that “ the only differ. 
ence between him and other preachers is, that he believes what he 
says.”? Her sincerity awakened his mind to consider his danger. 
His profanity, hostility to the truth, and his heedless and aaed 
life were brought to mind, by an enlightened and disturbed con- 
science ; and after a season of great distress, he was led to hope in 
the pardoning blood of Christ. 

When he came to part with the lady, his feelings were such as 
can better be imagined than described. He regarded her as the in 
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strument of his conversion; he disclosed the bitterness of his leel 

ings when he felt « ‘ompelled to accept of her company, and after 
j making a liberal donation for the benefit of her contemplated mis- 
sion, and uniting in a fervent prayer for the heathen, he took his 
eave, adoring that overruling hand of Providence, which had led 
iis wavs, and resolving, henceforth, himself to imitate her Christian 
Hy delity. Rr. 
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POETRY. 
AFFLICTION’S ANTIDOTE. 


WHEN Sorrow, with a grasp which knows no mercy, 
Fastens its vulture fangs within our breasts, 
And holds us victims of his dire embrace, 
Vhere can we fiy for succour, for support ?— 
When disappointment tears away the joys ( 
Which we most fondly cherished, when we knew 
No days of sadness; when the grave contains 
Our dearest earthly hopes, and we are left 
lo feel the anguish of a broken heart ; 
Co what dear object can we cing’ And where, 
Where, in the wide extent ot Nature, rt, 
And Fancy, can we find a substitute ‘— 
When storms and t: empests, c hull and — + 
Rudely assail our shiv’ring, aching trames 
Where can we tind a welcome retue ° Where 
Can the weary, fainting soul find rest *— 
Alas! | knew not, once; but now [ know— 
Example taught me 





some vears have } ass’. since A— was woo’d and won 
1 early vouth she gave her hand and heart 
lo one who knew her value. He had gazed 
With dear dehght upon her op’ning virtues ; 
And blest himself when he had made them his ' 
And well he might—She was a treasure, such 
As worlds ot goid could never buy. And he 
Was worthy ot her. Both had given to God 
Their dest attecuons ; and as Angels love, 
Bh Chey loved each other.—Years went swiftly by 
in smooth succession. And if indeed a cloud 
hd everspread their sky; it soon again 
Was blown away, and soon forgotten too, 


' 


Four blooming daughters and an infant son 
Were pledges ot their mutual love. They gave 
Cher offspring up to God and vowed them His 
Chey oft invoked His care—the bended knee, 
And voice of supplication often proved 
heir true devotion—and the chee rful heart 
rold their delightful trust 'n man’s best Friend.- 
But Nature has a voice which wall be heard. 

Once, at the setting sun, | saw this pair 

Walking adown the vale, which, could it speak, 
Would tell its sacredness to thoughts, te prave: 
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And pious contemplation ; bidding vice 

And profanation not approach too near. 

{ saw them wand’ring slowly ; and I heard, 

Ungererous intrusion '! heard their free 

And unrestrained communion—and I wept 

With childlike weakness. *Twas a tender scene 

in lovely helplessness, which seemed to speak 

A volume large, A— leaned upon the arm 

Which fondness loves to trust in. She had found 

it always faithful, ready to protect. 

An air of melancholy threw itself 

Across her softened features; and a wildness 

Seized her beauteous eye ; and faster still © 

She grasped her partner’s arm, as she, in sighs, 
Unbosomed to her friend her inward fears. 

“If heaven,” she cried, “ should take thee from the worid, 
Should tear thee from these arms which now embrace thee 
What more could ever please me ? I would wish— 

Yes, I would throw me on the grave which held 
My dearer self, and there sleep sweetly with thee. 
{ would not live, and know such bitter sadness— 

And these dear babes which cling around our knees, 
Those pledges of our love, whose infant smiles 

Have chased away our sorrows—who would be 

A father to them? Who would take them kindly 

Home, and with a father’s care instruct them ? 
Who would guard their virtues, feel their wrongs, 
And clasp them to his heart, and call them his *” 

—Her partner was a christian ; and he learned 

A pious resignation to the will 

Of Him who gives and takes away again. 

“* Can you not trust a wise and gracious God 2” 

This only he replied. The mild reproof, 

So sweetly given, banished every fear 

And quell’d each rising murmur. Soon they left 
The lonely, green retreat, and wandered back 
To taste afresh the pleasures of their home...... 
..«« The days of sorrow came. The bitterness 
Of grief roll’d o’er them—for the dread, the disma! 
Summons snatched away a tender lover, 
Husband, father, friend ; and hid him deep 
Beneath the ground, in a cold bed of clay. 

I saw the shroud—the bier—the new-laid sods— 
And all the sable trappings of the grave. 

I turned away and wept; for thought of orphans 
Helpless, and a lonely widow’s gricf, 

Demand the tribute of a falling tear ; 

And heartily I gave it. One there was, 

Alone, who shed no tears, who murmured not, 
Who spoke no words of sorrow. It was she, 
The faithful, fond companion of his youth, 

Who now is seenhno more. A placid air 

Of sweet composure sat upon her brow, 
Bespeaking inward peace—Oh, call it not 

A cold and heartless apathy, which thus 

Could lull to sleep the tumults of the breast | 

Say not it was a stupor which despair 

In mercy gave, to sooth the anguish’d heart 

This wretched consolation cannot smooth 

The brow of care, or drive away the pain 

Whice gnaws with agony a heart like her’s. 
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Ah no; a better refuge is the grave. 

But this she needed not—she raised her eyes 

With pious, filial confidence to heaven, 

And in the language of devotion said, 

‘“‘ Thy hand inflicts the blow, Most Gracious God ‘ 
And art Thou not my Father ?—TI will bear 

The stripes which fall upon me—and will kiss 

‘The hand which deals them. Here I throw me down 
In calm submission at Thy feet, and trust 

Thy promise. Thou art still the widow’s God— 
The orphan’s Father, Judge, and faithful Friend. 
Oh, heal the wound which Thou thyself hast made— 
Which only Thou canst heal. To thee I cling, 


‘fy Saviour God! and learn Thy will divine.” WwW 


Selected from Dr. Perciva’s Poems. 


{ LAUNCH’D my bark upon a waveless sea— 
The morning glow’d, the sun, just risen, shone 
In dazzling light along the glassy plain, 
That seem’d a golden mirror, or as oft 
A transient zephyr ruffled it, a flood 
Of molten amber. How the purple sail, 
And blue and crimson streamer woo’d the wind ! 
At times the bellying bosom of the sheet 
Receiv’d the rising gale, and onward bore 
The white and glittering prow, as through the wave 
It plow’d and heav’d around the crested foam, 
Like snow-wreaths resting on a ground of gold. 
Again the rising zephyr died away, 
‘The boundless air was still, the canvass flapp’d 
And trembled on the yard, the streamers droop’d 
And fluttering wav’d around the mast-head, sea 
And air were motionless—the crystal flood 
Open’d its awful depths beneath—-so clear, 
The bark seem’d hanging in the midway space 
Between the sky above and earth below : 
So still the elements, the briny drop, 
That trickled from the prow to meet the wave, 
Was heard distinctly, and the rippling shoal 
Of blue-fin’d mack’rel, or the whispering flight 
Of the air-loving dweller of the deep, 
Fell on my ear and woke me from my dream. 
So pass’d the bark of life o’er childhood’s sea ; 
But youth came on, and blustering winds arose ; 
Dark tempests gather’d round, the howling blast 
Roar’d through the cordage, every sail was rent, 
The loosen’d helm gave way, and like the steed 
Madden’d with luxury, that flies the rein 
And hurries on to ruin, so the bark 
Ran wild before the tempest; now it rose 
The billowy mountain, in the yawning gulph 
Now headlong plung’d ; the shriek was then unheard 
Amid the vaster tumult; then the night 
Of storms enwrapp’d me, by the bursting foam, 
The sparkling fire of ocean, or the flash, 
The harbinger of thunder, or the pale 
And baleful meteor of sickly green, 
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That on the bowsprit led the way to death 

Alone illumin’d. What a deafning roar 

From bursting billows, how the breaker’s voice, 
Conflicting with the sea-beat crag, arose 3 
And bellow’d ne ey the gloom; the sea«log there, 
Mounted above his danger, howl’d and bay’d ; 

The dying whale, dash’d on the splintery rock, 
Groan’d out his giant soul; the cormorant 

Flapp’d his black wings around my head, the loon, 
Perch’d on the top-mast, sent his baleful scream, 

Like the mad moanings of a tortur’d man. 

So rag’d the storm around me, till a light, , 

Dimly discover’d through the darkness. show’d, 
Where help might yet be found; a secret hand 

Then seem’d to grasp the rudder, o’er the waves 

The bark right onward held its steady course ; 

The tempest seem’d to mitigate its rage, 

‘Ihe thunder ceas’d, the clouds spread out their veil 

In thinner folds, and through a transient break 

Sent a faint gleam of sunshine ; from behind 

A gentle wind blew steady; in the west 

The golden sky shone out, a larger curve 

Of brightness every instant open’d, till 

The sun unveil’d his face, and far away 

The tempest hurried o’er the mountain waves 

It darkling-flew, till on its bosom rose 

The many-colour’d bow; serenity 

Then fill’d the air, the white gull o’er me flew, 

And the blue halcyon came and on the wave 

Alighted, hid its head beneath its wing, 

And slept as ona pillow ; still the sea 

Lifted its broad green back and seem’d to rock 

Its fury to repose: I near’d the land, 

Blue hills first smil’d, then sandy shores, like snow 
Bleach’d on the heaven-ward mountain, caught my eye, 
The light-house next, that with its warning fire, 

Calls from the deep the wanderer to his home. 
The sun in cloudless majesty, as king + 
Of nature, kindled ocean with his rays, ) 
And made the land more lovely; on I sail’d, 

The haven spread its arms to call me in, 

And claps me in its bosom ; there I steer’d, 

And casting anchor, where no storm can rage, 

Nor tempest rock me, on the peaceful breast 

Of love eternal moor’d my bark forever. 


cE 


FROM THE SAME 


SEE how the flow’ret blushes in the morn— 
A thousand colours o’er its bosom play ; 

But soon these hues that nature’s robe adorn, 
Rent by the winds, are scatter’d far away. 


*Tis thus with beauty, lovely, transient flower— 
How soon, alas! its maiden sweetness flies ' 
How soon it fades in life’s declining hour, 

And in the dust a withering rose-bud lies 
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THE GLEANER. 


£nOM THE LONDON BAPTIST MAGAZINE, 


i amo gleaner, and I beg the liberty of presenting to my readers the few 
handfuls I have gleaned to day: it was plucked up in different fields, but 
I think the corn is good. 


THE first handful is from the field of Observation. I have ob- 
served among professors, that the most active are the most happy : 
diligence in every good word or work, carries with it its own re- 
ward. Those who serve God with their time, talents, property, in- 


fluence, &c. serve a good master: their work is graciously rewar 


_ ded here and hereafter. I have observed that the most humble are 


ihe most happy: nothing is more offensive to God, or contrary to 
his nature, perfections, and commands, than pride. Proud profes- 
sors may soar high, but their fall is inevitable. I have observed 
that the most spiritual are the most happy. I mean those whose 
conversation is most about spiritual things : I do not mean specula- 
(ive conversation, nor controversial wrangling, but free conversa- 
tion, about spiritual blessings, personal experience, and future pros- 
pects. I hear but little that is worthy the name of spiritual con- 
vérsation among Christian professors, and that little is chiefly 
among the poor and afflicted. I have observed that those who are 
most attentive to their Bibles are the most happy. Scripture truth 
is calculated to inform the judgment, regulate the conduct, and com- 
fort the heart. L have observed that men are benefitted or injured 
by the company they associate with: people insensibly drink into 
the spirit of those with whom they are intimate. I observe some 
professors, who may be Christians for aught I know ;—but T some- 
iimes think it will be time enough to be intimate with them when I 
meet them in heaven. I have observed that the falls of professors 
have generally been gradual: perhaps they have been very careless 
and trifling, or very vain and haughty, or very negligent in the use 
of the means, and then we hear they are fallen into open sin. Give 
motion to a ball down a hill, and the further it goes the faster it 
goes; and unless something considerable inpede its progress, it will 
surely go to the bottom. 

My second handful is gleaned from the field of Haperience. 1 
have experienced that secret prayer cannot be neglected without dan- 
gerand loss: there is danger of increasing carnality, barrenness, and 
leanness,; danger of going into unprofitable company, pernicious 
errors, and secret sins: loss of fellowship with God, and the relish 
of spiritual conversation ; loss of freedom, of comfort, of watchful- 
ness, and of evidence; loss of a Father’s smiles and of a shining 
Sun. I have experienced that visiting the sick and afflicted, and 
conversing and praying with them, have contributed to promote con- 
tentment, spirituality, and devotion, and to wean my heart from the 
world. I have found, from many years experience, that reading a 
portion of scripture on my knees every morning, and praying over 
every verse, or every sentence, has a tendency to endear the word 





Py 


S eeeenieieiiiameen “ean i 


_— as 
— 


eo - 





EA, se —— sae og om 


an 


— 
— 


ements eT | . 


— em 


a 


The Gleaner. 115 


to my soul, to inspire the spirit of devotion, to rivet the/word in my 
memory, and to create a hungering after it as my daily food; and I 
find no part of the word so generally useful for this sort of reading 
as the book of Psalms. I have experienced the greatest support 
from the word of God in affliction, and frequently from those passa- 
ges which have been treasured up in the memory when in health. I 
have often said in sincerity, “ Unless thy law had been my delight, 
I should then have perished in my affliction.” I have generally en- 
joyed most in public means when I have been most fervent and re- 
gular in secret prayer, reading, and meditation 3 and even my daily 
bread is doubly sweet, when my mind is spiritual and happy in the 
enjoyment of God: yea, when my mind is spiritual, every thing in 
nature yields me some spiritual instruction—The sun reminds me 
of Jesus; the wind preaches me a lecture on the Holy Spirit’s in- 
fluences ; the changes of the day, and of the seasons, and even the 
crowing of a cock, or the barking of a dog, teaches me some useful 
lesson. And when I am spiritually minded, I am not much elated 
with the smiles, or depressed with the frowns, of divine Providence. 
[ feel that I may confidently say, “ My times are in his hands ; he 
performeth the thing that is appointed for me; all things are work 
ing for my ; surely — and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life: the Lord is my portion, I shail not want.” 

My third and last handful is gleaned in the field of divine Rrevela- 
tion. Pray without ceasing—watch unto prayer—pray and not 
faint—pray with the spirit and with the understanding also—thi- 
is the confidence we have in him, that if we ask any thing according 
to his will ; heheareth us—ceme out from the world, and be ye sepa 
rate—love not the world—ye cannot serve God and mammon—i!« 
world passeth away—not forsaking the assembling of yourselves to 
gether—Lord, I have loved the ‘habitation of thy house—I! will 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever—a day in thy courts is bet- 
ter than a thousand—blessed are they that dwell in thy house—1 
am a companion of all them that fear thee—the saints that are on 
the earth, the excellent in whom is all my delight—being let go, they 
went to their own company—love one sgtlhor—-yedl enemy the 
Devil goeth about—ye are not ignorant of his devices—think it not 
strange concerning thesfiery trial—resist the Devil—when the ene- 
my comes in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord shall lift up a stan- 
dard against him—blessed is a man that endureth temptation—let 
thy garments be always white—let your lamp be trimmed, and your 
light burning—yet a little while, and. he that shall come, will come, 
and will not tarry—he night is far spent, the day is at hand—he 
that endureth to the end. the same shall be saved. Amen, 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Twenty-second Anniversary. 


WE cannot forbear making a few extracts from addresses deli 
vered at the Anniversary above-mentioned. 


Rev, William Dealtry. 


I would allude to another circumstance mentioned in the Report, 
——JI mean the benevolent spirit of the Christian negroes collected in 
the settlements in Sierra Leone. It struck me, while hearing the 
statements respecting these lately-liberated slaves, that if it had oc- 
curred in the pages of ancient Ecclesiastical History, that some tra- 
veller had lighted upon a people, so anxious for religious instruction, 
and so devoted to their worship, that they attended daily in great 
numbers at morning and evening prayers—that they exhibited their 
christian charity in a way so remarkable, that, when some outcasts 
landed on their coasts, they ran to them, pouring as it were oil and 
wine into their wounds, carrying them on their backs to their town. 
and supplying them with every necessary—this would be a fact to 
which we should allude, as one of the most interesting which the 
page of history could produce. We should have said, “ Happy are 
the people under the influence of a spirit like this!’ But, my Lord, 
this is an event of our own day! there is now such a Goshen, where 
the inhabitants have light to their dwellings! There is an Oasis 
of this kind, even in the deserts of Africa! It might, indeed, be 
thought, that these people were naturally of very amiable character : 
but the report states explicitly, that this was not the case ; and that. 
previous to the introduction of Christianity among them, if some of 
their re-captured countrymen were landed on the coast, they would 
perhaps inquire if there were among them, a brother, or a relative, 
or a friend, but were quite indifferent to the wants and sufferings 
of others: but we find, on the occasions stated in the Report, that 
they inquired not who is my brother, or my friend, but they eagerly 
supplied the wants of all, and slewed their love to God by their 
love to their fellow-creatures. 

And | am the more forcibly impressed by this fact, from the con- 
trast whichit affords to the state of the slaves on board Le Rodeur, a 
French vessel, among whom, as she was crossing the Atlantic in 
1819, with 160 slaves, and a crew of 22 men, the Ophthalmia ap- 
peared. From the slaves, the disease reached the crew; all of 
whom, except ene man, became wholly or partially blind. A ques- 
tion naturaily arises, “Why did net the negroes rise upon the 
crew t”? as it is known, that such is their love of liberty, that when 
they could seize the opportunity they leaped into the sea. The 
real cause of their not rising was their mutual hatred. Consisting 
of difierent tnbes, they looked upon one another with malice ; and, 
though in chains, were ready to teas one another in pieces! Mark 
the contrast, produced by the blessing of God on the residence of a 
few years at Sierra Leone! 
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And as a proof of the power of the Gospel, I would recal to your 
recollection the statement of the Report, that these negroes had 
been under christian instruction, only for the short period of four 

rears. Well might the naval officer who accompanied Sir Charles 

MacCarty, on a visit to Gloucester Town, express his astonishment 
at this fact, as we have heard from the Report thathe did; and well 
did Sir Charles reply, that this was the effect of Christianity, for no 
such effect could be produced by any other means. 


Rev. Theophilus Blumhardt. 


What we had scarcely deemed practicable, considering the geo 
graphical situation of the Protestant churches on the continent, 
being encouraged by the striking appearance of a mysterious Provi- 
dence, and cherished from an impulse from your Society, our friends 
on the continent resolved to attempt. ‘They determined to unite 
themselves into a Missionary Society, and so to take a part in this 
great and glorious work of the Lord. In Switzerland, in the south- 
ern, and nothern parts of Germany, in Persia, and among the Pro- 
testants in France, Auxiliary Missionary Societies arose in multi- 


tudes; and what we had scarcely ventured to indulge in imagina- . 


tion, we beheld realized before our astonished eyes, with the deepest 
emotions of gratitude to the Lord, whose name is Wonderful. We 
beheld servant-maids, and widows, and orphans, offering with the 
greatest cheerfulness their little savings, young ladies their trinkets, 
and careful matrons, their long-cherished bridal ornaments, to sup- 
port our Christian Society ; and so we have been enabled, by the 
hand of our God and Saviour, to send missionaries into the countries 
bordering on the Black and Caspian Seas. 


William Wilberforce, Esq. 


It is most encouraging to hear that our funds, instead of dimin 
ishing in the present time of difficulty, are still augmenting—indi- 
cating, we may hope, that our countrymen have been rendered, by 
the sufferings which they have experienced, more sensible that this 
world is not our home, and that it is our duty to render to others 
the means of salvation. Thus will the very evils which we expe- 
rience here, increase our sum of happiness, and prove a blessing to 
the world. 

And it is a still more delightful circumstance, that the augmen - 
tation of our funds is not produced by the diminution of the funds 
of kindred societies ; but,on the contrary, they also increase. I re- 
joice in this fact, which our Report states with pleasure: but I know 
not if I do not rejoice still more, in the expression of satisfaction 
with which it was stated. It is delightful to hear ourselves thus 
called on, in the true spirit of missions and the true spirit of Chris- 
tianity, to rejoice together, and all to form one concert of praise to 
the Giver of all mercies. It is an honor, I think, bestowed on the 
times in which we live, that Christians have been more filled with 
divine wisdom and heavenly love. Nay, even in political and 











SS I re ne _— “ 





I 
{ 
tt 
; 








CO EE 





A meg. i 54 
> 


gE 
ee ee ae 
= 


a 


; 





SO ES ET 
Sth 








1 ° : 
LAME LAI EO NC A OS 





118 foreign Intelligence. 


commercial relations, there has appeared a system of wisdom: na- 
tions have learned that each is not to look for its own success or 
advancement in depreciating others, but to seek its own prosperity 
in the prosperity of its neighbors, and, like a world of brothers, in 
the common welfare of man! If political economy has grown gen- 
erous, well may Christians become so! And well may we then ex- 
pect greater triumphs still: and my worthy friend and relative, the 
Treasurer, will tell us of still more increasing funds, and my 
worthy friends, the Secretaries, of increasing benefits. These are 
subjects, on which we may look forward, without a single circum- 
stance to excite regret and pain. 

It has been said, that there is, in every dark prospect, some lumi- 
nous spot, on which the eye loves to stay, as that which gives if 
more delight than the rest of the picture; and I confess, that that, 
to which my eye is always drawn, as the excellency and glory of 
our times, are those missionary attempts, which, in Africa, and in 
India, and in other places, are made for the benefit of man; and if 
I look, on the other soit at the commencement of these efforts, I 
scarcely know on which I dwell with the greatest delight. It was, 
indeed, a small seed that we planted at first; and it seemed to be 
visited somewhat rudely by the cold: but it has swelled and in- 
creased: its branches have extended to the east and the west, to 
the north and the south: its foliage is ample and abundant: and its 
fruit is pleasant to the eye and sweet to the taste, and its leaves are 
for the healing of the nations. 

In the operations of man, he works with care, and labour, and 
pain: he works on one part ef a design, and endeavours to make it 
complete: he then proceeds to another part; and so from part to 
part, till he has accomplished the whole. But in the works of the 
Divine Architect, we see, as in the progress of vegetation, that the 
whole proceeds together—the work is not partial, but universal— 
and the world is filled with its effects. 





WESTERN AFRICA. 
Sierra Leone. 


WE copy what follows from the communications of Mr. Johnson, 
in the London Missionary Register for April, Our readers will re- 
member, that this is not the first time we have taken occasion to il- 
lustrate the influence of the Christian religion on the negroes of the 
African continent. 


Examination of a Candidate for Baptism. 


Question—How long have you felt desirous of being baptised ? 
Answer.—Since you came from England, Sir. 

Q. How did you become first desirous ? 

A. Some words which you talk in the church make me fraid. 











Foresgn Intelligence. 119 


Q. Can you tell me those words, which made you affaid ? 

A. Yes, Sir. You say, “Suppose a man or woman die, and not 
born again by the Spirit of God, they cannot go to God ;” and then 
you talk about them people, how they stand pointed out the char- 
acter of those who were not born again, | and then I think that me— 
me do all them thing, and that make me fraid. . 

Q. If you have been bad before, you do not any thing bad now: 
you are very good this time, are you not? 

A. Massa, me very bad: me heart full of sin, and that trouble 
me. 

Q. I suppose, then, when you are baptised; you think you shall 
be better. 

A. No, Massa: that no make me good: the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Him one only can make me good, and can save me ; and for that I 
want to follow him. 

Who is Jesus Christ F 

. The Son of God. 

What did he do to save your 

He die upon the cross for sinners. 

Are you a sinner? 

Too much, Massa. 

Where is the Lord Jesus Christ now ? 

He live in heaven. 

What is he doing there? 

. Pray for sinners. 

How many Gods are there ? 

. One: God the Son, God the Father, and God the Holy Ghost 
—I mistake: it is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost. 

You say three times God; are there not three Gods ? 

. No, Massa; them three be one God. 

Can you tell me who made you? 

. God the Father. 

Who redeemed you? 

. God the Son; and God the Holy Ghost teach me. 

What does God the Holy Ghost teach you F 

- He shew me my sin. 

Does he teach any thing else ? 

. Yes: he shew people that they can be saved by Jesus Christ. 
. When he has ean them that, does he teach them any thing 
- 

A. He makes them heart feel glad: he give them peace. 

Q. Can you tell me what is the cee thing in baptism ? (Was 
silent,) I mean, what does the minister take when he baptizes peo- 
ple? A. Water. 

Q. Does that wash your sins away ? 

A. I don’t know. No, I think not. 

Q. Does water baptize both your body and soul? You know 
that you have a soul. 

A. Yes, | know: but the Hely Ghost must baptize the soul. 
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Q. What tiren is spiritual baptism? (Wassilent.) I mean, what 
is true baptism ? 

A. The Holy Ghost 7. 

Q. Can you tell me what people eat and drink when they come 
to the Lord’s table ? 

A. Bread and wine. 

Q. And what does the soul eat and drink? (Was silent.) 1 
mean while we look to Jesus Christ, and remember his dying love, 
what do our souls spiritually receive ? 

A. The body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Q. You said before, that the Son of God redeemed you; what 
did he redeem or save you with ? 

A. He pay his own blood for sinners. 

Q. Why don’t ou say for ME? 

A. Me fraid, Massa: me so bad, me can’t say “ for me” yet. 

Q. Tell me, did not you know any thing before you felt your sins? 

A. No, Massa ; me no nothing before: me careless: but when I 
see all the bad things that I do before, then I glad to hear something. 

Q. Do you think you shall do good now ? 

A. O Massa! if God help me, I want to do good ; but I cannot 
do any thing by myself. I hope the Lord will help me—me bad too 
much—lI sorry for myself. 

Q. Do you pray ? 

A. Yes, I pray; but I am fraid God no hear my prayer. 

Q. Do not you feel glad sometimes when you pray? 

A. Yes, Sir: I feel sometimes glad, and sometimes sorry. 

Q. Do you believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is able to save you : 

A. Sometimes I am afraid, because my sins too much; but he is 
God, and can do all things: that make me glad. 

Here the examination ended, greatly, as may be supposed, to my 
satisfaction. 

Others who were also examined, gave similar answers: But I 
should observe, that all cannot answer so correctly as this woman, 
and, therefore, her examination must not be taken as a general case ; 
though I do not baptize any, unless my mind is satisfied that a work 
of grace is begun. Their knowledge sometimes differs, but not 
materially. Seme cannot speak in my presence, while they can 
do so before Tamba or Davis: some are so much agitated when 


they come to me, that it requires a great deal of patience to find out 
their real state. 
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‘* Therefore, when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a 


trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do—Verilu T sav 


untan vor, then have theiv rerscard”” 





